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from other sources. Though there is much here which does not 
directly bear on the subject-matter of this Magazine, yet ornitho- 
logists owe too much to Bewick to grudge, unless we grievously 
mistake, this homage to his memory. We, who have reaped 
the fruits of his early and unaided labours, will not be the last 
to acknowledge our obligation. 


XLV.—Recent Ornithological Publications. 
1. ENGLISH PUBLICATIONS. 


Messrs. GROOMBRIDGE AND Sons are re-issuing Mr. Morris’s 
‘History of British Birds’ in a cheaper form. Eight coloured 
plates and accompanying letter-press of thirty-two pages are now 
given for a shilling. lt can hardly be expected that at this 
price the illustrations should attain any high degree of excel- 
lence, but we may say that they are generally recognizable ; and 
we cannot but be well satisfied at the indication thus afforded of 
an increasing popular taste for natural history ; for it is only the 
prospect of a large sale that could induce the publishers of the 
work to issue it at so reduced a rate. 


Another recent publication on British ornithology* has issued 
from the depository of the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge. The Rev. C. A. Johns expressly disclaims all idea 
of proposing a substitute for ‘ Yarrell but yet ventures to 
hope that his work on ‘British Birds in their Haunts’ may 
supply “the lover of nature with a pleasant companion in his 
country walks, and the young ornithologist with a manual 
which will supply his present need, and prepare him for the 


taking off these impressions, they are vastly superior to any others. In 
1825, 100 copies more were taken off, without ietter-press. The 5th and 
6th editions were published in 1820 and 1826 respectively. | 

Goldsmith’s and Parnell’s Poems, illustrated by Bewick. Editions 
1795 and 1802. Bulmer. 

Somerville’s ‘ Chase,’ illustrated by Bewick. 1796 and 1802. Bulmer. 

Æsop’s Fables, by Bewiek. Edits. 1818 and 1824. Walker. 

* British Birds in their Iaunts. By the Rey. C. A. Johns; with illustra- 
tions on wood, drawn by Wolf, engraved by Whimper. London, 1862, 
YT vol, GAS 
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study of more important works.” My. Wolf’s woodcuts should 
be a great inducement to those who want some popular and 
readable information about our feathered tribes in this country 
to select Mr. Johns’s volume ; but we cannot believe that the con- 
cise characters of either genera or species as here given are 
likely to be of much assistance to the student in determining 
doubtful species. 


Dr. Bree has almost disarmed us as critics of his work, by the 
graceful compliment he has lately paid to this Magazine. Though 
we have occasionally ventured to differ from the opinions he has 
put forth, we have never done so without regret, and we have 
always borne testimony to the excellence of his intentions. It 
is only due to the worthy Doctor that we should now add a 
word in praise of the good temper in which he has taken our 
remarks, unfavourable as they may have sometimes been to his 
treatment of the subject. That his labours would prove highly 
uscful,—if only in directing attention to a branch of the study, 
like the Ornithology of Enrope, which has hitherto been so 
much neglected in this country,—we have from the first main- 
tained. Each succeeding part of the work shows increasing 
care on the part of its author. 


While modesty prevents our enlarging upon the lately com- 
pleted ‘ Catalogue of a Collection of American Birds’*, our duty, 
as a faithful chronicler of ornithological bibliography, obliges 
us to notice the fact of its publication. In the hope that our 
work may be found useful to those who are interested in the orni- 
thology of the New World, we have entrusted it to an indulgent 
public. More than this our readers will not expect us to say. 


Mr. Mason’s volume on Burmahy, published at Rangoon 


* Catalogue of a Collection of American Birds belonging to Philip 
Lutley Sclater, M.A., Ph.D., F.R.S. London: Tribner and Co. 

+ Burmah, its People and Natural Productions; or, Notes on the 
nations, fauna, flora, and minerals of Tenasserim, Pegu, and Burmah, with 
systematic catalognes of the known mammals, birds, fish, reptiles, iuscets, 
mollusks, crustaceans, annclids, radiates, plants, and minerals, with verna- 
cular names. By the Rev. F. Mason. Rangoon, 1860. London: Triitbner 


and Co. 
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in 1860, has only recently come under our notice. Mr. Mason 
does not appear to have much scientific knowledge, and relies 
chiefly upon Mr. Blyth, Major Phayre, and other well-known 
authorities for his information. He (or his printer) make sad 
mistakes when scientific terms are used. As far as regards 
ornithological matters, the volume seems principally a compila- 
tion, but may still be worth referring to by those who want to 
learn something of Burmah and its productions. 


2. FRENCH PUBLICATIONS. 


The ‘ Revue et Magasin de Zoologie’ for the present year has 
already presented us with four valuable papers by MM. Jules 
Verreaux and O. DesMurs. On one of these by the gentleman 
last named, relating to the ‘Tachard’ of Le Vaillant, we have 
already given Mr. J. H. Gurney’s remarks*. Of the joint 
attempt of these two ornithologists to identify Falco eleonore 
of Gené with the veritable Falco concolor of Temminck, we can 
only say, we are not yet convinced, though we have been for 
some time acquainted with the serious suspicions that have pre- 
vailed upon this subject in several quarters. We gladly wel- 
come the same naturalists’ additions to their previous ‘ Catalogue 
of the Birds of New Caledonia,’ and further notes on the species 
previously mentioned. The number of New Caledonian birds 
now known appears to be eighty-one. But their third paper 
also conveys some intelligence which demands serious attention. 
It is a description of a new species of Synoicus (lege Synecus), 
founded on a single example taken in Lombardy! We have 
only to express our hope that Dr. Bree will not include S. lo- 
doisig in his promised Supplement, on the strength of this 
very singular capture. It is hard enough for the unbelieving 
spirit of a naturalist to credit the fact of an Australian bird of 
any kind occurnng in Europe; but that the first example of a 
new species should take the trouble to desert the Antipodean 
continent, and divulge its existence to civilized man for the 
first time in the middle of the kingdom of Italy, quite surpasses 
our belief. Credat Judeus Apella, non nos! C’est un peu trop 
fort, Messieurs nos confrères ! 


* See antea, p. 361. 
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3. GERMAN PUBLICATIONS. 


Of the ‘Journal fir Ornithologie’ we have received the first 
three numbers for the present year, and, more lately, the sixth 
and coneluding part of last year’s volume, which has been long 
delayed for the sake of a plate representing the recently re- 
cognized Wren of the Faroé Islands and Iceland (Troglodytes 
borealis, Fischer), which is in many respects a very interesting 
little bird. When all the articles merit attention, it is almost 
an invidious task to name those most deserving of praise. The 
last number in particular contains three important papers by Dr. 
Cabanis, Dr. Gundlach, and others. In the second number for 
this year, Herr Preyer commences a paper on the Great Auk 
(Alea—or, as he prefers to call it, Plautus—impennis), which, we 
suppose, is the work formerly announced (see anted, p. 297). 
As yet he has treated of little else than its systematic position. 
Herr E. Schütt also furnishes an account of his discovery of the 
nesting of the Nutcracker (Nucifraga caryocatactes), of which, 
on account of the interest taken in this subject by English 
oologists, we have given a translation in our present Number. 
In the first number for 1862, Professor Blasius has some re- 
marks on the Great Northern Faleons, from which it appears 
that he now aequiesces in the views taken by Mr. John Hancock 
on this subject. We are greatly pleased to find that the opi- 
nion of our countryman, to which we lately called attention *, 
is adopted by so high an authority. 


The eighth part of Herr Badeker’s oological work has been 
delivered to subscribers in England. We must repeat our regret 
that so little attention is apparently paid to the authentication 
of the specimens figured. In the present number there is a 
representation of an egg of Haliaétus albicilla with deeply 
coloured spots, and the accompanying letter-press merely men- 
tions that such eggs are rare. Now we do not venture to pro- 
claim that they may never occur, but we are not aware of any 
recorded proof of the accuracy of the above assertion, nor have 
we ever seen an egg of this species marked with any true colour. 


* This, January 1862, p. 45, ‘Review of the new Continuation of Naumann.” 
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Mr. Hewitson, indeed, has twice over figured (Br. Ool. pl. xlv., 
and Eggs B. B. lst ed. p. ii. fig. 2) one specimen tinged with 
rust-colour, but he has subsequently suggested (Eggs B. B. 2nd 
ed. p. 17) that the markings thercon were only dirt-stains. 
This is probably the case, supposing the egg to be really that 
of the Sea Eagle—a fact by no means certain, if, as we have 
been informed, all that is known about it is that it came from 
the island of Hoy, where the Golden Eagle uscd to breed a 
few years ago. 


4. SCANDINAVIAN AND Russian PUBLICATIONS. 

We are informed that a third series of the ‘ Naturhistorisk 
Tidsskrift ’—formerly well known under the editorship of Prof. 
Kroyer, but which ceased to appear about twelve years ago— 
has been commenced. This continuation is’ conducted by Prof. 
Schiddte, and its second number contains “ Some Observations 
on the Birds of Denmark, especially as regards Vendsyssel” 
(a district in the northern part of Jutland), by Herr Fischer of 
Copenhagen. The portion of the paper published treats only of 
the birds of prey; but its author adds two species to the fauna 
of that country, though one of them, Strix scops, having been 
taken only on board a steamer in the North Sca, can hardly be 
considered a legitimate addition. The other, Circus pallidus, 
was obtained on ferra firma, and so far may be justifiably en- 
rolled as an occasional visitor to Denmark, if it has not been, as 
Herr Fischer considers, formerly overlooked in Jutland. 


The 23rd volume of the ‘Contributions to the Knowledge of 
the Russian Empire’*, published by the Imperial Academy of 
Sciences of St. Petersburg in 1861, contains Prof. Radde’s 
account of his travels in Eastern Asia from 1855 to 1859. In 
the narrative of the four expeditions made by this active explorer 
during this period will be found very many observations on 
natural history of all sorts, and in particular frequent notices 
of the occurrence of birds, many of which are of very great 
interest. The times of the appearance of migrants going north 


* Beiträge zur Kenntniss des Russischen Reiches und der angrenzenden 
Lander Asiens, vol. xxii. St. Petersburg, 1861. 
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aud south appears to have been always carefully observed. The 
first arrival in Transbaikalia, after the long winter of 1856, were 
the Siberian Daw (Corvus [Monedula} dauricus) on the 6th of 
March, and the Great Bustard (Otis tarda); after which ap- 
peared Syrrhaptes paradoxus, already in pairs, Falco tinnunculus, 
Falco esalon, Accentor montanellus, &e. On the 30th April the 
first Swallow appeared ; but the Syrrhaptes had at that period 
already commenced to hatch its eggs. Those who wish to 
become acquainted with the proceedings of many of the rarer 
European species should not fail to make themselves acquainted 
with Herr Radde’s interesting narrative of his exploration of 
these little-known countries. 


5, AMERICAN PUBLICATIONS. 


We cannot expect much from our ornithological brethren on 
the other side of the Atlantie while the present deplorable 
struggle between the North and South continues, but our 
readers will be glad to hear that Prof. Baird seems to pursue 
his even course at the ‘Smithsonian,’ in spite of the din that 
must be resounding in his ears at Washington, and that his 
letters show no symptoms of any disposition to quit the paths 
of science. The only contribution to our branch of zoology we 
have to notice since we last addressed our readers on “ Ame- 
rican publications,” is the continuation of Mr. Elliot’s ‘ Mono- 
graph of the Pittas,’ of whieh two additional numbers are now 
ready. 


XLVI.—Letters, Extracts from Correspondence, Notices, &c. 


We have received the following letters :— 
A I’ Editeur de ‘l Ibis.’ 

Adoa en Abyssinie, 30 Nov. 1861. | 
Monstevur,—Me voila une autre fois en route d’exploration 
en Afrique. Parti au mois de Mai de Souez par la voie de 
Djeddah, je me suis rendu d’abord dans larehipel de Dahalak, 
près de Massowa, où nous avons pu reeueillir beaucoup d’objets 
ornithologiques, mais, excepté des différentes espèces des cenfs 
(Larus crassirostris, Phaéton ethereus, Ardea brevipes, A. schis- 


